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An Effective Reliability Goal Assurance Method
using Geometric Mean for Distributed Automotive
Functions on Heterogeneous Architectures

Na Yuan'?, Renfa Li'**, and Guogi Xiel 2, Xiaoming Chen'?

'College of Computer Science and Electronic Engineering, Hunan University, China
?Key Laboratory for Embedded and Network Computing of Hunan Province, China
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*Corresponding author

Abstract—Functional safety is aimed at avoiding unacceptable
risks and safety damages due to system functional failures,
and it is a critical d d for the automotive embedded
systems. The automotive functional safety standard ISO 26262
has clearly stated that it is necessary to take measures to
satisfy the designated reliability goals to assure the automotive
functional safety. In general, the linchpin of reliability goal
assurance method is to transfer the reliability goal of a distributed
function to that of each task. This study proposes an effective
reliability goal assurance method called RGAGM for automotive
functional safety. The core idea of this method is defining two
kinds of geometric mean for tasks and function, respectively,
and pr igning g ric based reliability values for
unassigned tasks, thereby saving more resources for systems.
The correctness of the proposed RGAGM method is proved.
Experiment results on the real-life automotive function and the
randomly generated distributed automotive functions show that
the method can effectively ensure the reliability goal and reduce
resource consumption cost compared with the existing MRCRG
method.

Key dl; ive bedded systems, functional safety,
geometric mean, reliability goal assurance

[. INTRODUCTION

A, Motivation

The automotive electronic system is a typical heterogeneous
distributed embedded system. Along with the higher require-
ments of the safety and comfort for cars, lots of distributed
functions have been introduced into the automotive electronic

To ensure the reliability goal of a distributed automotive
function, replication-based fault-tolerance is a common used
measure. However, resource is limited for automotive em-
bedded systems such that replication is a waste of resource.
To assure the reliability goal of a distributed automotive
function, the preassignment mechanism of preassigning relia-
bility values for unassigned tasks is a state-of-the-art strategy.
The method called minimizing resource consumption cost
with reliability goal (MRCRG) concentrates on minimizing
resource consumption cost for a reliable function without
fault-tolerance [2). This method can satisfy the reliability
goal of function but consumes too much resource due to the
pessimistic preassigned values for unassigned tasks. Further-
more, the heuristic method (HRRM) results in excessively
high reliability goal of each task when applying it to non-
fault-tolerant manner [3]. In summary, existing methods either
cannot always satisfy the reliability goal of the distributed
automotive function or consume too many resources.

B. Our Contributions

The emphasis of this paper is to present an effective
reliability goal assurance method of a distributed automotive
function without using fault-tolerance, and take the resource
consumption cost as the optimization objective. Our contribu-
tions compared with the MRCRG method are summarized as
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